
               

Wintertime Issue of The Kent News 

welcome to this extra edition. 

 
       Hello and Happy New Year to everyone from your editor KM ( Kim Marie ) 

Here members and executives have provided some wonderful Christmas challenges. 

We all celebrated the holiday season not just with Floral achievements but turned our 

hands to other creativity, cooking, baking, knitting, creating decorations of our own. 

                              I hope you enjoy this special seasonal edition. 

  This page is my creation of artificial poinsettias completed with Hessian bases       

around dry oasis sewn into the sides. 

 

  



 

 

 
Dear Kent Members 
 
Although we are now well into January, I do wish you a happy and healthy New Year. Fingers crossed that the 
vaccine will enable us to get out an experience the simple joy of seeing friends and family. 
 
Sadly, the roll out of vaccinations will not be fast enough to allow us to meet in March and so we have had to 
postpone JDSE&P day.  It will now take place on 15th September.   
 
We look forward to welcoming you then so please put that date in your diary. 
 
I am looking forward to being able to see you all again at Members Day on 17th July in Canterbury, I am really 
hopeful that by then we will be able to meet.  We have a fabulous programme planned.  In the morning our 
speaker is Tricia Stewart.  Tricia was one of the original WI Calendar Girls who was played in the film by Dame 
Helen Mirren.  I am sure she will be fascinating.   
 
In the afternoon, National Demonstrator Delyth Price is coming all the way from Wales to inspire us with her 
exciting designs.  Cross everything you have available that we can go ahead. 
 
In the meantime, why not have a go at the New Beginnings small scale design or make a corsage or floral 
handbag for our virtual exhibitions.   
 
Details of what to do can be found on the website www.kentfloralart.co.uk 
   
There are also the Zoom talks from the JDSE&P packed with lots of information and a chance to see familiar 
faces, details of these are also on the website. 
 
I recently saw the following quote on the internet.  I do not recall who wrote it but I would like to share it 
with you as it made me a little happier: 

 
The spring is spreading its charm and every tree is waking up its splendour.  Wishing you a very happy 
spring and a lovely year ahead.  Smile and be happy and let that happiness spread everywhere you 
go.   
 

With warmest regards 
 
Gill Smaggasgale 
 
Area Chairman 

 

 

 

  



 
 
Experiences in December 2020 by Gill Smaggasgale Chairman. 
 
This Christmas I thought I would have a go at producing my own Christmas cards.  I had once done lino printing 
at school but it had not been a happy experience as the lino was very hard and all I managed to successfully 
cut was my fingers!  However, at my art group earlier in the year (so early it was before lockdown), I was 
introduced to a new material for block printing which is much softer and easier to cut.   

Having decided I was going to linoprint some cards, I had to workup designs which were sufficiently 
Christmassy but which were going to be achievable by a novice in the time I had available so I decided on the 
outline of a Christmas tree which I could print in green and a selection of snowflakes which I would print in a 
dark rich blue.   

Once you have drawn your design, you start cutting.  You have to decide what you want to print as what is 
left after cutting is what prints so for the snowflakes I could either cut out the surrounding material to leave 
the snowflakes proud and they would have printed as solids or cut the lines so they appear white and the 
background prints in colour.  I decided on the cutting the lines. 

Once they were done, I got to the fun part – otherwise known as the part where I can get messy with the 
paint.  There are specialist printing inks but I used acrylic paint with a medium to improve spread and delay 
drying.  Once dried I was pleased with the cards and able to start sending out good wishes to everyone 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Cicely Finnis 

A Wonderful Bake off. 

 

 

Cicely, baked, made and created lots of lovely Christmas 2020 'Goodies' 

 

11 Large and some smaller chutney's, jellies and fudge christmas biscoffi, 

as well as spiced nuts and Medlar Gin & Raspberry Vodka! 

Think we all should have gone to hers for Christmas treats............ 

 

 

  



 
My Welcome Mat 

 

 

 
 

I always buy lots of Poinsettia as soon as they arrive in the shops, they are inexpensive now and 
provide a mass of colour for weeks.  I usually display them on a tiered plant stand, but this 

Christmas I temporarily left them standing outside under the porch for a few days, realising I could 
no longer bring them inside as they would immediately shed their leaves, or gorgeous red bracts.   

I arranged them by the front door as a colourful welcome to visitors…. 
that would be the milkman and postman this year! 

 
Against all the recommendations to never position a Poinsettia in cold draught, my plants are still in 
perfect condition and not a leaf has been lost,  I believe I replicated the conditions they had been 
stored and transported thus keeping them healthy.  I will endeavour to nurture them throughout the 
year for a display next Christmas 
 
Did you know the plant is named after Joel R Poinsett, who introduced it from Mexico to the USA 
during the 1820’s. 
 
Cecilia Sleap 
Vice Chairman 
 
 
 
 

  

 



 

 

A Christmas Act of Kindness by Deal & District Flower Club 
Val Swallow our new Chairman suggested at our zoom committee meeting that it may be 
nice to do some Christmas themed arrangements and leave them in places around the 
Town etc. In a similar way that we celebrate National Flower Arranging Day in the Summer. 
I then extended the idea to give the options to members that wish to be involved that they 
could nominate another person / member to receive an arrangement that they felt were 
deserving ... for personal reasons such as bereavement, loneliness or just to let the person 
know they are being thought about. We had a wonderful response following a members 
email that I put out asking if members would like to be involved. My daughter Georgia 
hand painted the tags, on the reverse they said "made with kindness by a member of Deal 
& District Flower Club”.  Arrangements were distributed safely on doorsteps 
 Some photos of some of the arrangements, it was a nice way to connect as a club, and   
 the overall consensus was one of enjoyment. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictures and written details provided by Angela Sheehan Club Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

FUN AND FRIENDSHIP THROUGH FLOWERS 

A reflection by Ann Chamberlain. 

This maxim I originally thought a little ‘twee’ but on reflection it really does have 

some meaning for me. Many years ago, I had had my two babies just a year 

between and so was washing over 70 terri-nappies each week. I felt that I was 

turning into a cabbage. Needing contact with the outside world, I enrolled into 

flower arranging classes. That was in Surrey, they were Ikebana classes, using pin-

holders and chicken wire. A wonderful therapy, and a step into the local friendly 

floral art group. Three years later, husband’s job took us to Melbourne, Oz, and 

knowing only one other couple there. I joined the Waverley Floral Art Group. There I 

met very social, lively Aussies, and I was the only ‘pom’. We had a few 

demonstrations, mostly monthly meetings which were a competition with set 

theme, given points and annual total leading to prizes. We also had competitions 

with neighbouring groups. Again it was pin-holders or wire or other home-made 

mechanics. Choice of flowers very exotic. It was great to have wattle, proteas, and 

kangaroo paw in abundance. They called chrysanthemums ‘’chrissies’’ and gladioli 

‘’gladdies’’. We had to leave after 3 years, sadly saying goodbye to new friends, and 

receiving an enormous farewell bouquet on the ship, of Australian flowers. I recently 

went ‘on line’ to see if the group still functions, and they do. They have an 

interesting web-site, many artistic arrangements. Many years later, on retiring from 

an arduous job, I was happy to relax into the friendly and well-run Hythe Flower 

Club . I am using oasis but now back with my old pin-holders and a well-used 

pinholder. Covid19 has closed us down, temporarily, but we keep in touch through 

emails and phone calls, and the committee through Zoom.all friends united. 

 

Hythe Flower Club. 

 

 

 

  



 

 

The Garden In Winter by Lucy Maud Montgomery 

Frosty-white and cold it lies 

Underneath the fretful skies; 
Snowflakes flutter where the red 
Banners of the poppies spread, 

And the drifts are wide and deep 

Where the lilies fell asleep. 

But the sunsets o’er it throw 
Flame-like splendor, lucent glow, 
And the moonshine makes it gleam 

Like a wonderland of dream, 
And the sharp winds all the day 

Pipe and whistle shrilly gay. 

Safe beneath the snowdrifts lie 
Rainbow buds of by-and-by; 

In the long, sweet days of spring 
Music of bluebells shall ring, 

And its faintly golden cup 

Many a primrose will hold up. 

Though the winds are keen and chill 

Roses’ hearts are beating still, 
And the garden tranquilly 

Dreams of happy hours to be 
In the summer days of blue 

All its dreamings will come true. 

 

A poem provided by Gill Smaggasgale. 

 

  



 

Creating Stars by Liz Hall 

 

Creating my own Galaxy 

Knowing that Christmas would not be the same this year I decided to do something different with 
the Christmas arrangements at home. Shopping was out so “make do and mend” was a necessity. 

Over the years I have amassed a number of stars (I did not realise how many) made from every 
material from straw to ceramic, paper to metal, even plastic and wood, all in a variety of sizes and 
a range of colours. This helps cover some of the elements and principles of design.  

Some were in my flower arranging stock, others in the craft store and the remainder with 
Christmas decorations. 

These were strung at different levels across a wall and brought a lot of pleasure throughout the 
Christmas season 

But the star theme has not stopped there and just before Christmas my eye was caught by a free 
knitting pattern on- line, for stars https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/advent-stars 

Earlier in the year I sorted out a mountain of wool scraps (some probably as old as me!) for 
another, now finished, project how could I resist? 

What could be better on a cold winter’s evening, a glass of wine, my favourite music and 
something to keep me busy, no television repeats for me! My target is 100 stars, why? That’s 
another story. 

 

 

 
  

https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/advent-stars


 
A Frosty Morning in Hamstreet 

by Ann Prebble 
 

 

  

  

A frosty morning in Church Lane Hamstreet 

  



 

 

 

 Winter Scenes provided by Pauline Pearce 

 

Although these are of Scotland and not Kent they are very seasonal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



 

 

Frosty Pictures for Wintertime. 

 

 

Spiderweb Courtesy of Sue Shaw 

 

My Garden in Winter by KM 

 
  



           

 

Hamstreet Primary Academy After School Flower Club 
 
As we live in a relatively small village, I had seen a number of parents from the 
school during the run up to Christmas and they all said the same thing - their son or 
daughter really missed their monthly after school flower arranging classes.  One or 
two said it was the only after school activity they wanted to attend.  
 
Under the circumstances, the best I could do was take the necessary components 
i.e. candle and holder, container, oasis, foliage and flowers to the school together 
with photographs at various stages of how to put it together for them to take home 
and create a Christmas table decoration.  I did this a couple of days before they 
finished for the holiday. A few parents took photographs and sent them to me for 
the Kent News.  It was a shame I wasn't sent more as we had 20 of the class wanting 
to take part. 
 
Adithi's Design.                                                 
                                                                                                  Albie's Candle 

 
 
                                                                               Jack's Candle 

Bella's Candle Tablecentre 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Sophie's Tablecentre Design 
 

 
                                                         Summer's Tablecentre 

Max's Tablecentre 

 
                                                                                          Willow's Design. 
                                                                                                         
Let's hope we get back to flower arranging classes soon so that I can send more 
photographs of their work.  We can then start planning for the Kent Area Show and 
the Kent County Show and keeping fingers crossed these will go ahead. 
 
Ann Prebble 
 
 
 



 

 

Romney Marsh Flower Arrangers 
 

To keep our club motivated a step by step design or challenge has been sent to the members each 

month.  It was first thought that this would be for a few months at most, but as we all know it has 

been a lot longer.  So keeping the ideas going has been a little bit challenging.  

 

The main problem has been what members would have at home to be able to create the designs, and 

their access to plant material, as not everyone has a garden full of plants.  We started with a simple 

bunch of supermarket or home grown flowers and no Foam. Using a bowl or vase with a grid of 

cello tape or floral tape. 

 

At Easter how to make a swag was sent with a request to make something for Easter, it did not have 

to be a swag.   

 

Then the area sent out a challenge so members were encouraged to have a go at the 5 classes, and 

we were very pleased to see quite a few had a go.   Some also made decorations for the VE Day and 

as a tribute to the NHS. 

 

This was followed by our own challenge of garden to table, again no foam but using chicken wire in 

a basket or bowl.  In August a line design using Gladioli was sent as these flowers were very cheap 

in the supermarket.  Followed by a how to do a pedestal of greenery, then a ring of Hydrangea and 

for December a Christmas box.  All these designs can be seen on the club Facebook page just tap in 

Romney marsh flower arrangers. 

 

Looking back we have certainly sent plenty out so hopefully the members will not have missed too 

much this year, but we are all looking forward to seeing some demonstrations next year. 

 

Wishing you All a Happy and Healthy New Year. 

From Romney Marsh Flower Arrangers 
 
  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

Romney Marsh Flower Club 

Some Christmas photo designs by the club. 

By Elaine Maughan 

Candle design by Georgiana 

Gladoili by Jane,                                                             Foliage by Ryn 

The Christmas Box by Janet                                                                                                                      



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Answers at the end of the Kent News 



 

 

Janice Barnes of Ashford Flower Club 
         

Have finally had the time to finish Lovely Coronation Needlepoint !! 

A Challenge for the Lockdown Winter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Faversham  

Members Christmas Makes provided by Julie Davies 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 



 

 

Faversham ~ More lovely creations from Club members. 

 

 

 
  



 

Photo competition 2021 
 
During these winter months why not take your camera with you for a walk in the frost or mist to 
snap some atmospheric photographs for this year’s competition? If you have never entered before 
why not have a go, we also have a Novice Class open to members that have never been placed in 
the top 3 before. 

  
Kent Area’s full schedule can be downloaded at https://www.kentfloralart.co.uk/photography.html, 
where you will also find the National Photography Competition schedule.   
  
Kind regards, 
Pauline 
 

 

  

 

  

https://www.kentfloralart.co.uk/photography.html


 

 

 

 

 

  



A Cryptic Quiz By Marion Odd 

All Clues are the name of a garden flower, wildflower or plant 

 

1.  Musical Instrument (5) 

2.  Vehicle State (9) 

                                3.  Bovine error (7) 

3. They seek him here - they seek him there (7,9) 

4. Evergreen Drink (9) 

5. She is close to her pupil (4) 

6. The French between Fog and Digit (9) 

7. A new one sweeps clean (5) 

8. It is found at the Forge (3,3,5) 

9. Enclosure in court for the prisoner (4) 

10. Having the right ding-dong in the Emerald Isle (5,2,7) 

11. Modest Miss (8) 

12. Foreign Kitchen Gloves (6,9) 

13.  A vicious Welsh emblem (10) 

14. Small garden flowers, I presume (11,5) 

15. Pussy likes polos (7) 

16. Nervous excitement in a small group (8) 

17. Just not enough hours in a day (5) 

18. Swampy shrub (5,6) 

19. These would keep Basil’s paws warm (9) 

20. What does Richard have to put up with? (8) 

21. It has been handed down to us (6,5) 

22. Yankee doodle animal (9) 

23. Caused by cold in the Belfry (8) 

24. Receptacle for dairy produce (9) 

  

Answers at the end of Kent News 





 

 



 

  



 

  

 

SAVE THE DATE 

 

MEMBER’S 

DAY 

 

Saturday  

17th July 

Canterbury 

 



 

Answers to Cryptic Flower Quiz 

1. Viola 

2. Carnation 

3. Cowslip 

4. Scarlet Pimpernel 

5. Hollyhock 

6. Iris 

7. Mistletoe 

8. Broom 

9. Red Hot Poker 

10. Dock 

11. Bells of Ireland 

12. Primrose 

13. French Marigolds 

14. Snapdragon 

15. Livingstone Daisy 

16. Catmint 

17. Feverfew 

18. Thyme 

19. Marsh Mallow 

20. Foxgloves 

21. Hyacinth 

22. London Pride 

23. Dandelion 

24. Bluebell 

25. Buttercup   

 

 


