
The Kent News Spring 

Hello & Welcome
Well here we are in Spring and soon into Summer.
I believe we are all waiting for the end of lockdown 
allowing clubs to return although dates and times may differ 
as well as attendance numbers and masks may still be a way 
of life until next year !
I hope you enjoy reading and admiring the floral ideas 
members have created as well as their reflections on life 
throughout the covid situation.

With thanks to all who sent me the varied content within 
this Spring edition.

KM – Kent News Editor
kmw598@aol.com



Dear Kent Members

 It appears that Spring has finally arrived and we can start looking forward to sunny days, meeting 
up with old friends and family and best of all our clubs restarting so we can again enjoy Friendship 
Through Flowers. On the subject of new starts, it has been decided to change the operational name 
of the Area to Kent Floral Art. We will still be the Kent Area of NAFAS but all publicity will start to
use the new name. Jacqui Arnold’s husband, John, is kindly producing a new logo for us and I look 
forward to formally launching our new identity soon.

 I would like to thank all the Kent members who entered the National Virtual Show. We are proud of
you all. Photographs of the entries and the list of prize winners from the Area can be found on the 
website www.kentfloralart.co.uk. However, I must put in a special congratulations to Cecilia Sleap 
of Romney Marsh and Vanguard clubs who was awarded Best in Show. Many congratulations.

 Finally, I look forward to seeing the designs at our Area Show. Many thanks to the show committee
for all their work in putting together a show under challenging circumstances and to everyone who 
has entered. If you are visiting the Garden Show, do come to the Clive Emson Building to see the 
designs and to say hello.
 
Keep loving those flowers! 
Best regards Gill Smaggasgale 

The winner of the Carolyn Raisbeck Trophy has been awarded to Georgina Baker who won 1st prize in 
class 5; “High & Mighty” and gained an over 24 points … well done Georgina!

Also, congratulations and well done to the following members who were awarded first prize in the 
following classes:-

1 : Over the 
rainbow

1st Vicki Hodgkiss Canterbury 
Flower Club

2 : Wild at Heart 1st Susan Shaw Maidstone & 
Vanguard

3 : Lazy River 1st Jan Wheddon Paddock Wood

4 : Contrasting 
Detail

1st Lisa Clegg Faversham 
Flower Club

5 : High & Mighty 1st Georgina Baker Romney Marsh

6 : A Favourite 
Flower (Novice)

1st Sue Speed Ashford Flower 
Club

 
The 6 placed photographs in each class will be added to Facebook day by day for everyone to enjoy, 
followed by a video displaying all your lovely photographs. Well done everyone to everyone on the high 
standard of entries.
Pauline Pearce
Kent Area of NAFAS Photography Representative



Vice Chair. National Virtual Show. Report -Cecilia Sleap

Late one night the computer tinged….Eek! the results of the Virtual National Show.    Class One; 
‘First Blush of Day’; Very Highly Commended   Wow!  I was so happy.  Delighted with that 
result,and feeling less nervous now, I scrolled down to see how my Equinox entry had fared. I was 
gobsmacked to see it had been awarded First, I ran up stairs, woke my daughter  to share my 
excitement , I showed her the email and she pointed out it had also won `Best in Show’…OMG. I 
could not  believe it.  The judges had ‘got‘ my design. Rewind back to January, when I read the 
schedule and saw the title Equinox  an idea pop into my head. I experimented with making 
geometric spheres  finding that cork tiles offered good rigidity and importantly easily cut with 
scissors. One I covered with tea leaves the other with coconut, but how to hang them?.  Searching 
around the house  I saw just what I needed;   a frame of the right dimensions, I removed the picture!
then painted the frame black.  Eventually  I got the sphere hanging in place and positioned  the 
Contorted Hazel. I hid test tubes for some beautiful black and white Cala lilies,  but I just couldn't 
get them to look right.  After fiddling for ages it dawned on me that it looked better without flowers,
risky, but after-all, the components were all plant material. Photographing it t took some thought, 
first finding a good backdrop and then the  sphere kept spinning!!!. Lots of lessons learned, but 
good fun. Thank you for all the lovely messages and my congratulations to all  the Kent Members 
who participated. Kent did particularly well; Jacqui Arnold awarded; First for ‘A Walk on the Wild 
Side’ and Commended for ‘First Blush of Day’ Jean Hoar awarded Second for ‘Adorned Beauty” 
Helen Hare awarded Third for Equinox and Highly Commended for ‘As You Like It” Zoe Hawkins 
awarded Highly Commended for ‘Geometrical Conversion’ Agnes Darmoo awarded Highly 
Commended for ‘As You Like It’ Robin White awarded Commended for ‘Below the Surface ‘and 
‘A Moment in Time’. Take a peek on the NAFAS website to see all the entries.

Latest News Alert

Regretfully due to the current situation Member's Day for July 17th 2021 has been CANCELLED.
However both the brilliant Speaker and Demonstrator have been re booked.

So save the date ….............16  th   July 2021 



How my garden centrepiece was created

I stood scratching my head on the pavement outside my house.  A neighbour 
approached me and laughingly asked why I was standing, staring at my lawn. 
National Flower Arranging Day was approaching on 7th May so I was trying to 
decide where I could place an arrangement that could be easily seen on the 
lawn, which is an almost circular area of green, surrounded by upright sleepers.

I wanted to create something bright and cheerful for people to enjoy, after all 
the difficult months of lockdown. I decided on just one, very large, flower.

The petals were made by looping 1.5m lengths of wire, leaving short twisted tails
for attachment.  Newspaper was glued over each of the 12 shapes.  I gathered a 
whole bin liner full of laurel leaves, in various sizes.  The leaves were glued on to 
the paper petals and sprayed white.  

My husband cut me a 20cm circle of wood and drilled holes in the edge to take 
the tails of the wires.  I found a suitable, 25cm dish and created a chicken wire 
dome to form the centre of the flower.  The yellow chrysanthemums, roses and 
tulips had a good drink overnight, then the dish was filled with wet floral foam 
and covered with the dome.

 The flowers were arranged in groups over the wire shape.  I placed the wooden 
base, with the petals attached, onto a small sheet of plastic in the centre of the 
lawn and finally positioned the dish with its yellow dome of flowers, onto the 
base. The last remnant of wire was used to create a small stand to hold the 
laminated notice.

It is such a pleasant thought that NAFAS members all over the country have 
created various arrangements for the enjoyment of local people.

 I hope that our fun and friendly clubs will find that new members will join and 
enjoy this lovely hobby.  

Jacqui Simms

Hartley Flower Club



A Centrepiece on my lawn for National Flower Arranging Day
by Jacqui Simms



TIME FOR REFLECTION 
For some time, my husband and I had discussed the inevitability that, with advancing 
years, we would have to leave our present home – downsize, and move to a location 
where local shops and community offers were within walking distance.  Now, as that 
time has arrived, and we are shortly to leave our countryside ‘pad’ of thirty-three 
years, I am sitting in the Spring sunshine reflecting on the many wonderful memories 
we will take away with us – large family gatherings, the growth of our daughter from 
a toddler to a confident and successful young woman, the arrival of grandchildren 
and, in the midst of lockdown last year, the birth of our first great-grandchild. 

I have to confess that, when we finally found the property to view it (after driving up 
and down the lane three times!), I couldn’t quite understand my husband’s enthusiasm 
for it – the rather shabby-looking house was barely visible behind far too many trees 
in the front garden, and the back garden was little more than a field with an 
overgrown pond, all showing a grim reminder of the hurricane that swept through 
Kent the previous Autumn. 

However, I should never have doubted his vision and resolve! We have designed and 
built a new bungalow ourselves to replace the old one. The pond has been transformed 
into a key feature, and yes …………… the garden has been ‘tamed’ and is full of plants 
useful for the flower arranger. 



One of the first things I did on moving to the area, was to seek out a local flower 
club.  I had been an active member of Gillingham Horticultural Club and when I went 
to live on the Isle of Grain with my husband, I started a new NAFAS club in Hoo 
(sadly, it folded a few years after I left).  I joined Ashford Flower Club – a bustling 
club of more than 120 members, and with a significant group of ‘trailblazing’ 
arrangers.  It was also at the forefront of Area floral art activity, and we spent 
many happy hours with members of other clubs, arranging flowers in castles, 
cathedrals, and at exhibitions …………. it certainly was fun, friendship and flowers.  We 
were able to bring some of the top National demonstrators to Ashford and, working 
in partnership with Cuxton Flower Club, we brought a European demonstrator to Kent 
– Mariucca Grimaud from Malta.  That was an interesting experience – the lighted
candles in her final design set fire to her arrangements!

Unfortunately, Ashford membership has fallen dramatically in recent years, like that 
of other clubs in Kent Area, which, sadly, has also lost some clubs that were an 
integral part of Area events.  Dwindling numbers and financial pressures seem to be 
commonplace, and the restrictions and uncertainties of coronavirus during the past 
year have made it difficult to overcome these. 

However, just as I am looking forward with enthusiasm to the experiences and 
memories my new home will create, so we flower arrangers must help our clubs to 
meet the challenge of finding all those people out there who, like us, want to make 
floral art a very satisfying and rewarding hobby.  Good luck everyone. 

Sue Speed 
Ashford Flower Club 

Two designs by Ashford Flower Club 
for their festival at Eastwell Manor 
Hotel.  The title, ‘King Arthur & The 
Knights of the Round Table’. 



” 	

‘SENSATIONAL SPRING’ 
On Monday 12th April, Ashford Flower Club was invited by Hythe Flower Club to join them in 
a Zoom Demonstration by National Demonstrator, Jacqui Arnold, entitled “Sensational 
Spring” 

	 Thirteen Ashford members joined in, and 
what an enjoyable afternoon we all had 
watching delightful designs (see photos) 
being created and produced, all with 
freshly cut garden plant material and fresh 
flowers from the wholesaler.    A luxury we 
haven’t been able to enjoy for so long.  

	

As many know, Jacqui lives near Ashford so 
Hythe club had arranged for there to be a 
lucky number draw at the end of the 
demonstration, after which the arrangements 
were delivered to those members who had 
been fortunate enough to win a design.   

Our sincere thanks to Hythe Flower Club for 
organising a thoroughly enjoyable and 
memorable afternoon. 

Marion Odd 

 

 

Our sincere thanks to Hythe Flower Club for 
organising a thoroughly enjoyable and 
memorable afternoon.  

Marion Odd 

	



The Chairmans National Competition
By Jean Hoar

I probably wouldn't have entered a National Competition if it 
wasn't for Lockdown and the need to keep my mind occupied !

Looking for inspiration for 'Burn's Night ' I searched my shed and 
found pieces of wood which to me resembled mountain peaks. 
These had been found many years earlier in a forest in France after
trees had been felled and finally they were going to be used .
The Scottish landscape began to take shape with pinecones and 
dried seed heads resembling trees and fronds of dry fern and 
heather in the foreground secured in small arrangements behind 
grey stones .
Then back to the title. I had depicted a Scottish landscape but was 
it a representation of 'Burn's Night '?
So the photo in an antique frame and the whiskey with a hint of 
tartan were added .

I was thrilled to receive a second place for my arrangement and to 
have finally used my pieces of wood after many years of storage!



Making Mechanics.

Like most flower arrangers I have been looking at alternatives to foam and although I can use
chicken wire it can be hard work. Looking at an old fashion mechanic set me off on trying to make
something that worked as easily for all sorts of containers, and found cage wire was a good choice.

 Flexible enough to mould but strong enough to hold its shape. 
The disadvantages are that a deep enough container for holding water is needed, plus more care in
actual balance is required when arranging, as you do not have the weight of the foam to aid you.
A pair of gardening gloves and long nosed pliers are needed plus wire cutters. For a floral square

round saucer I used 1cm square wire grid.
The square wire was cut to 12cm x12cm. Then moulded over a small pudding basin to create a

slight dome, the opposite corners of the square were then folded toward each other under the dome,
creating an envelope design. 

Push this up toward the domed top.
The outer corners were then bent in with wire pliers. This creates a bun like shape, that should fit

snugly into the square round saucer and only requires a line of tape to make totally secure.
I will be experimenting with larger containers and see if it works as well with the same size wire

and larger arrangements

By Anne Luckett







Deal and District Flower Club Activities by Angela Sheehan

It has been an extremely difficult year to be an active, enthusiastic well supported Flower Club, but 
Deal & District Flower Club were determined to try their best and fulfil their commitment.
Newsletters via email are sent out regularly keeping members up to date on Kent Area & NAFAS 
news but they are also a way of keeping members connected, by sharing local news, asking for 
advice with plants /identification, photographs of gardens, flower arrangements even garden 
projects that have been undertaken during the lockdowns.
Deal & District Flower Club Committee made the decision to follow the Club's normal scheduled 
events calendar as much as possible (following Government guidelines).So instead of  meeting up 
in a hall, the next best option open to us was to meet up remotely via Zoom using the Kent Area 
Zoom account. Although a little scary at first this has worked very well for us. An advice sheet was 
sent out to help members to download the Zoom App and log on. Even video calls were made one 
to one giving members Zoom tutorials .Of course some members were not able to Zoom so we had 
to make a conscious effort to keep them connected within our Flower Club Family.
In January we held our AGM via Zoom, during which Val Swallow became our new Club 
Chairman. Val had the lovely idea of giving members that wished to participate, some bulbs that 
they could grow in their garden or in a pot. Once bloomed the flowers could be used in an 
arrangement to mark our Coral Anniversary (35th) year, or just to simply enjoy. We had a great 
response, over half of the membership requested bulbs which were purchased and then they were 
safely delivered to the members.
In the February Zoom meeting our member Mig Kimpton gave a well being informal chat and 
finished off with a short demonstration. One lucky member won Mig’s arrangement which was 
delivered to them following a random draw (39 names in a bag).With permission this part was 
videotaped and shared with all members and attached to a Newsletter.
The March meeting was a practical event titled " Spring Flowers" This was a triumph and many 
members re-found their love of flowers and arranging. Those that did not join the Zoom were 
encouraged to send in photos of their arrangements to be shared and enjoyed. Members were also 
encouraged to send in photos of their arrangements to Gill (our Kent Area Chairman) for her Flower
Festival initiative (we had 30 entries).
Our April meeting theme was inspired by one of our members who had used an Easter egg box for 
her Spring arrangement (and ate the chocolates live on air!)Titled - " Use an unusual container and 
include some form of edible element within the arrangement / design" .This really got us thinking, it
was quite a spectacle , we had chocolate, chillies, crystal port decanters to beer cans and everything 
else in-between.(see attached photos)
Each member had the opportunity to 'show & tell' their arrangement, it was very entertaining, some 
fantastic ideas and plenty of giggles! At the end of the Zoom a hand massage demonstration was 
performed by a members daughter Georgia,who is an Holistic Spa Therapist . Members were 
advised prior to the Zoom to have their hand cream nearby and they joined in with the demo. With 
the constant hand washing, use of antibacterial sanitisers and gardening it was so nice to give our 
hands some much deserved TLC!
Fingers crossed our 20th May meeting will be with an Area demonstrator as pre-arranged but 
instead of inside a hall in the evening we are hoping to hold it outside in the afternoon in a 
Committee members garden (following Government guidelines of course!).
We are very lucky at Deal & District Flower Club, a healthy, vibrant, supportive membership & 
Committee that we do not take for granted.......
Yes it has been a difficult, different, dare I write deadly year, but flowers & friendship will always 
win the day!

Deal & District Flower Club would like to extend a Special Thank You to Gill Smaggasgale for her 
enthusiastic leadership & support. 



 Deal & District Flower Club Designs

1.The Teapot by Judith Bland. The teapot has been with Judith for many many years, all
things from Judith's garden, edible element the grapes.
2.Long Egg Box, by Jane Wilson, edible element the eggs
3.Clip Clop Shoe by Angela Sheehan

Edible element herbs, basil, mint, coriander and chives, all homegrown.
4.Metal Tin by Diana Bailey, all from Diana's garden , edible element the Egg



Further Deal & District

1.Cake stand by Maureen Fitch, Maureen was a previous Treasurer and long standing
member but has since moved to Essex to be near family, she has yet to join a flower club
near where she lives and missed the interaction and flower arranging so Val made her an
Honorary member of D & DFC.This is another advantage of zooming as Maureen was
able to join in from her home in Essex! Edible element the delicious looking cupcakes.
2.Titled, Burns Supper - Heather on a plate. Heather Rowell is our Treasurer. She included
family Tartan, Heather, and of course "tatties & haggis"
3.Crystal Port Decanter by Anne Keeley, Anne was one of the founders of the Club, all
things from Anne's garden, edible/ consumable element was some rosemary and the Port.
4 Chocolate box titled " Chillies for the chocolate and radishes for the Bunnies" by the
other founder member of the Club Sandy Baker..



Another set of Designs by Deal & District

1 Beer r can by Lyn Buller, Lyn grows some hops for the Deal Hop Farm, a community      
grown beer, https://www.facebook.com/DealHopFarm so she thought she would hi-light this 
fact to other members and it was a very unusual container  edible / consumable   element 
the beer & crisps.
2. Pineapple by Val Swallow ( our Chairman) Edible element the pineapple .
3.Toy aeroplane by Pam Wass , Pam went beach combing and found this discarded child's

aeroplane, the edible element was the lemon ( to go with the fish !)
4.Sun Hat by Sue Austin , edible element is the home grown chillies.



Deal unusual designs
1.Prosecco Box ..is by Sue Turgoose, consumable element is obviously the Prosecco ,
Sue was celebrating a wedding anniversary so decided to make the arrangement in
recognition of that. Thought it would make a wonderful gift with a bottle of Prosecco of
course!
2. Compost Tin by Ros Grant, edible element herbs, bay, rosemary, chervil, thyme, sage,
curry , garlic.
3. Cheese Grater by Carol Fagg, edible element the fruit on the side. All from Carols
garden.
4   Elevated egg box by Mary Pinegar, edible form the grapes.



‘Flower Power’ …..

..… “to simply exist is not enough, said the Butterfly …. in life one must have sunshine,
freedom, and a little flower”..   so wrote Hans Christian Anderson many years ago, and
so too do we read of Wordsworth, so inspired by his … “host of golden daffodils”… we
stroll  through the manicured gardens of the historical  Capability-Brown, or become
captivated by Monty Don’s very latest TV inspiration...  or simply pop our heads over the
allotment fence to see the charming Cosmos wafting in the breeze ….  We need to
confess… that flowers bring us an abundance of joy and happiness!

We ardently pursue all  they have to offer,  and even through lockdown, weren’t  we
among the first to eventually storm the local nurseries to replenish our gardens, or
couldn’t  wait  -  and  ordered  ‘online’  for  a  resplendent  delivery!    We  do  immerse
ourselves in their beauty and fragrance – we share and celebrate the most precious
occasions, simply with flowers – and who can deny the magnificence of ‘Chelsea’!   

Flowers inspire us to be creative – those dead mangled pieces
of  branch soon  become alive  with  a  little  creative,  delicate,
colourful  touch,  and  further  from  home  we  continue  our
talents, and fill our churches and cathedrals with compassion
for  every  occasion  –  and  lest  we  forget,  also  our  annual
celebration  of our  Heroes  and  the  eternal  remembrance  of
‘Poppy Day’.

Flowers are surely the most single joy that radiates throughout our days, filling dark
spaces with peace, colour and fragrance – literally and figuratively – as they become
tokens of our love and affection for every occasion. 



And so, do join us if we have piqued your interest during this harsh period of lockdown,
as we look forward to all meeting up again during the year - to add further scope to our
intense appreciation of floral art we so enjoy - at our monthly club meetings, social
gatherings and exotic demonstrations - as we take time for a ‘little freedom’, find our
‘sunshine’ … and the power, of ‘a little flower’ … 

Margaret Rumsey
Sevenoaks Flower Club

Thankyou all for reading this 
Spring Edition
Please forward new articles for 
the Summer Edition for August 
2020

to KMW598@aol.com

Many thanks

KM




